Studies on the pharmacologic manipulation of suppressor cells associated with impaired immunoglobulin production.
Several agents were tested for their potential to reverse the suppression of normal IgG and IgM production mediatd by human cord T cells and cells from patients with agammaglobulinemia. No reversal of suppression was observed with in vitro incubation of co-cultured normal and immune-deficiency suppressor cells with cimetidine, lithium, or levamisole. Allogeneic helper factor prepared from normal mononuclear cells was able to overcome the suppression of normal IgG production mediated by cord T cells but did not overcome suppression of IgG or IgM production mediated by suppressor cells from agammaglobulinemic patients.